


From the Dean:

Our stewardship theme this year, Abundantly Far More,
draws on the Apostle Paul’s vision of a church led by the
Holy Spirit and living into the abundance God offers to
all of us. In this season of stewardship and during a time
of transition, I want to encourage you to reflect on what
God might be calling you to give of your treasure that we
might accomplish more together than we could “ask or
imagine.” As you consider your pledge to our church for

2027, ponder these principles for Christian giving:

Give from the heart. Let’s reflect on the grace the Lord
has lavished on each one of us, then give in response to
Christ’s demonstrated love. Recall God’s words to the

Prophet Samuel: “The LORD doesn’t see things the way

human beings see them. People judge by outward

appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” (1 Samuel
16:7)

Give from the first part of our income. We shouldn’t survey our monthly income to see what’s left
over that we can give to God. True, we are all at different stages in our lives. When Kay and I were

raising three children, finances were tighter. Regardless of the amount, God asks us to give our first
fruits, not our leftovers. The Book of Proverbs states this request in simple terms: ‘Honor the Lord

with your wealth and with the first and best part of everything you produce.” (Proverbs 3:9)

Get excited about giving. Sharing our wealth with God is a privilege, not a chore. Think about it.
Christ invites us to join him in spreading the Good News, the healing of our community, the
teaching of our children and friends, and the tending of his church. About this Paul declares, ‘Each
of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion,

for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7)

When we step out in faith to give our first and best gifts to the Lord, the evidence will not be

hidden, because our hearts will catch up with us, and the joy will be written across our faces.
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Every Pledge Matters.
What is a pledge?
A pledge to Saint John’s represents one of the many ways people support the work and ministry of
this parish. A pledge in particular represents a Christian commitment to work, pray, and give for the
benefit of the local church. Your pledge is not binding, rather a good faith estimate of what you are

able to give for the year.

Why does Saint John’s ask for a pledge?

Pledging is our largest source of funding and allows

Saint John’s to continue to offer the Sacraments and
Christian community to more and more people each

year. Your pledge allows the vestry to budget for the

upcoming year.

What does my pledge support?
Your pledge supports all of ministries from the
nursery to pastoral care, from worship and music to

Faith in Action. Simply put, the ministries, services,

and staff of Saint John’s Cathedral wouldn’t exist

without pledges from faithful people like you.

How much should I give? EVCI'y Dollar Makes a

We ask you to pray first and seek God's invitation.

The right amount will be a joyful and generous Difference.

offering that also feels significant to your specific
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financial position.
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Can you take a step in your giving?

Or join those financially

committing to Saint John’s?

I D — "I I S D P Y



Now to him who is
able to do abundantly
far more than all that

we can ask or
imagine, according to
the power at work

within us.

—Ephesians 3:20-21
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