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All Love Can Be: Lent at The Wilderness 
 

“Lent” comes from a Medieval word for “lengthen”, a cue not only of the natural transition between 
seasons, but of the sacred calendar Christians have kept for centuries. During Lent at The Wilderness, 
our community will journey with Jesus through his forty days of temptation, a time in which he was 
offered power, wealth, and celebrity, but resisted them through practices of humility, poverty, and self- 
donation. One could argue that he resisted those temptations because of his divinity, but it is worth 
considering that he resisted them from his humanity. 
 
In this season, we will use music, prayer, and imagination to explore how we find ourselves with questions 
around the possibilities of love as we work, take care of our loved ones, and piece our lives back together 
amidst a once- in-a-generation global pandemic. Where can you grow in love for yourself, others, God, 
and creation? A strained relationship? A transition at work or school? What do the places where love 
can grow say about God's character?  
 
Lent is an appropriate time to reflect on the love of God in our lives. This love is always present, but it 
is only obvious through the soulful stillness that prayer brings. Please regard The Wilderness as a space 
of God's infinite tenderness towards you and yet another opportunity to reflect on all love can be.  
 

In Lent,  
Broderick 
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T he W ilderness 
T he Fifth Sunday in Lent 

March 26, 2023 

Welcome to Saint John’s Cathedral! We are glad you are here. Before the service begins, please take a moment 
to silence your electronic devices. Hearing Impaired guests: Hearing Loop Installed. Switch hearing aid to T-coil. 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

PRELUD E                                            The Wilderness Musicians 

G AT HERIN G  SO N G   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O PEN IN G  AC C LAMAT IO N  

 Presider In the name of the one, holy, and undivided Trinity. 
 People Amen. 
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T HE C O N FESSIO N  O F SIN  AN D  ABSO LUT IO N  

As we prepare to celebrate the holy mysteries, let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 
infinite mercy, and the promise God makes to us in Holy Baptism. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presider God, who is in rich in mercy, have mercy on you, forgive you all your   
   sins, strengthen you by the Holy Spirit's power, and enable you to walk in  
   Christ's risen life forever. 

 
People  Amen. 

T HE PRAYER O F T H E D AY 

 Presider God is with you. 
People And also with you. 

 Presider Let us pray. 

Merciful God, 
you showed your glory to our faltering humanity 
by sending your Son to confound the powers of death. 
Call us forth from sin's dark tomb. 
Break the bonds which hold us, 
that we may believe and proclaim Christ, 
the cause of our freedom and the source of life, 
who lives and reigns with you  
in union with the Holy Spirit, 
holy and mighty God for ever and ever. 
 
People   Amen. 

 
All sit. 
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T HE READIN G                                       Ezekiel 37:1-14 

 A reading from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel.  

The Lord’s power overcame me, and while I was in the Lord’s spirit, he led me out and set me 
down in the middle of a certain valley. It was full of bones. He led me through them all around, 
and I saw that there were a great many of them on the valley floor, and they were very dry. He 
asked me, “Human one, can these bones live again?” I said, “Lord God, only you know.” He said 
to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, Dry bones, hear the Lord’s word! The Lord 
God proclaims to these bones: I am about to put breath in you, and you will live again. I will put 
sinews on you, place flesh on you, and cover you with skin. When I put breath in you, and you 
come to life, you will know that I am the Lord.” I prophesied just as I was commanded. There 
was a great noise as I was prophesying, then a great quaking, and the bones came together, bone 
by bone. When I looked, suddenly there were sinews on them. The flesh appeared, and then they 
were covered over with skin. But there was still no breath in them. He said to me, “Prophesy to 
the breath; prophesy, human one! Say to the breath, The Lord God proclaims: Come from the 
four winds, breath! Breathe into these dead bodies and let them live.” I prophesied just as he 
commanded me. When the breath entered them, they came to life and stood on their feet, an 
extraordinarily large company. He said to me, “Human one, these bones are the entire house of 
Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope has perished. We are completely finished.’ 
So now, prophesy and say to them, The Lord God proclaims: I’m opening your graves! I will raise 
you up from your graves, my people, and I will bring you to Israel’s fertile land. You will know 
that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and raise you up from your graves, my people. I will 
put my breath in you, and you will live. I will plant you on your fertile land, and you will know 
that I am the Lord. I’ve spoken, and I will do it. This is what the Lord says.” 

Reader       Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People       T hanks be to G od. 

PSALM 130 The cantor alone reads. 
 
From the depths I call to you, 
Lord, hear my cry.  
Catch the sound of my voice  
raised up, pleading. 
If you record our sins,  
Lord, who could survive? 
But because you forgive 
we stand in awe. 
I trust in God's word, I trust in the Lord. 
More than sentries for dawn 
I watch for the Lord. 
More than sentries for dawn 
let Israel watch.  
The Lord will bring mercy and grant full pardon. 
The Lord will free Israel from all its sins. 
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All stand. 
 

MUSIC  G REET IN G  T HE G O SPEL  
The Cantor sings the following verse as the People stand to kiss, touch,  
and reverence the Gospel Book as it passes through the congregation. 

Verse: I am the light of the world: anyone who follows me will have the light of life,  
says the Lord.   
 

T HE G O SPEL                            John 11:1-45 

 Presider     The Good News of our Savior Jesus Christ according to John. 
People  Praise and glory to C hrist. 

A certain man, Lazarus, was ill. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 
(This was the Mary who anointed the Lord with fragrant oil and wiped his feet with her hair. Her 
brother Lazarus was ill.) So the sisters sent word to Jesus, saying, “Lord, the one whom you love 
is ill.” When he heard this, Jesus said, “This illness isn’t fatal. It’s for the glory of God so that 
God’s Son can be glorified through it.” Jesus loved Martha, her sister, and Lazarus. When he 
heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed where he was. After two days, he said to his disciples, “Let’s 
return to Judea again.” The disciples replied, “Rabbi, the Jewish opposition wants to stone you, 
but you want to go back?” Jesus answered, “Aren’t there twelve hours in the day? Whoever 
walks in the day doesn’t stumble because they see the light of the world. But whoever walks in 
the night does stumble because the light isn’t in them.” He continued, “Our friend Lazarus is 
sleeping, but I am going in order to wake him up.” The disciples said, “Lord, if he’s sleeping, he 
will get well.” They thought Jesus meant that Lazarus was in a deep sleep, but Jesus had spoken 
about Lazarus’ death. Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died. For your sakes, I’m glad I wasn’t 
there so that you can believe. Let’s go to him.” Then Thomas (the one called Didymus) said to 
the other disciples, “Let us go too so that we may die with Jesus.” When Jesus arrived, he found 
that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. Bethany was a little less than two miles 
from Jerusalem. Many Jews had come to comfort Martha and Mary after their brother’s death. 
When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him, while Mary remained in the 
house. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother wouldn’t have died. Even 
now I know that whatever you ask God, God will give you.” Jesus told her, “Your brother will 
rise again.” Martha replied, “I know that he will rise in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus 
said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me will live, even though 
they die. Everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” She replied, 
“Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Christ, God’s Son, the one who is coming into the world.” 
After she said this, she went and spoke privately to her sister Mary, “The teacher is here and 
he’s calling for you.” When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to Jesus. He hadn’t 
entered the village but was still in the place where Martha had met him. When the Jews who 
were comforting Mary in the house saw her get up quickly and leave, they followed her. They 
assumed she was going to mourn at the tomb. When Mary arrived where Jesus was and saw him, 
she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother wouldn’t have died.” 
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When Jesus saw her crying and the Jews who had come with her crying also, he was deeply 
disturbed and troubled. He asked, “Where have you laid him?” They replied, “Lord, come and 
see.” Jesus began to cry. The Jews said, “See how much he loved him!” But some of them said, 
“He healed the eyes of the man born blind. Couldn’t he have kept Lazarus from dying?” Jesus at 
Lazarus’ tomb Jesus was deeply disturbed again when he came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 
stone covered the entrance. Jesus said, “Remove the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, 
said, “Lord, the smell will be awful! He’s been dead four days.” Jesus replied, “Didn’t I tell you 
that if you believe, you will see God’s glory?” So they removed the stone. Jesus looked up and 
said, “Father, thank you for hearing me. I know you always hear me. I say this for the benefit of 
the crowd standing here so that they will believe that you sent me.” Having said this, Jesus 
shouted with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his feet bound and his 
hands tied, and his face covered with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Untie him and let him go.” 
Therefore, many of the Jews who came with Mary and saw what Jesus did believed in him. They 
insulted him: “You are his disciple, but we are Moses’ disciples. We know that God spoke to 
Moses, but we don’t know where this man is from.” The man answered, “This is incredible! You 
don’t know where he is from, yet he healed my eyes! We know that God doesn’t listen to sinners. 
God listens to anyone who is devout and does God’s will. No one has ever heard of a healing of 
the eyes of someone born blind. If this man wasn’t from God, he couldn’t do this.” They 
responded, “You were born completely in sin! How is it that you dare to teach us?” Then they 
expelled him. Jesus heard they had expelled the man born blind. Finding him, Jesus said, “Do you 
believe in the Human One?” He answered, “Who is he, sir? I want to believe in him.”  

Presider     Good News from the Lord. 
People  Praise to C hrist, the W ord. 

The People are seated. 

T HE REFLEC T IO N  

All stand. 
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G RO UN D IN G  SO N G  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All sit. The singing bowl is rung twice for prayerful reflection. 

O PEN  SPAC E 

The People are invited to wander the Cathedral in prayer or remain in their seats. 

C O N C LUDIN G  PRAYER  

Presider      Be with us, Wandering God, as we tread new ground in this season of confession  
        and renewal. Walk with us. Live with us. Stay with us. In your holy name. 

People Amen. 

T HE PEAC E 

 Presider Christ’s peace is with you. 
People And also with you. 

The People greet one another with a sign of Peace and are then seated for announcements. 
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THE LITURGY OF THE ALTAR 

O FFERT O RY SO N G     All Love Can Be                                   Will Jennings and James Horner 

All stand. 

T HAN K SG IVIN G  AT  T HE T ABLE 

 Presider God is with you. 
People And also with you. 

 Presider Lift up your hearts. 
People W e lift them to the Lord. 

 Presider Let us give thanks to our Lord God. 
People It is r ight to give our thanks and praise. 

It is good to give thanks to you, holy God, 
Creator of all things seen and unseen. 
For, in Jesus’ sojourn in the wilderness, 
you have granted your people the power to resist evil 
and the joy of recounting your faithfulness to generations yet to come.  
As we prepare to celebrate the Paschal feast,  
we join the song angels, archangels, saints, and martyrs forever voice before you, 

 

SAN C T US & BEN EDIC T US   All sing 
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The Presider continues 

We praise you, Fountain of Wisdom,  
because for forty days and forty nights, 
you bore up the ark of your servant Noah, 
imparted wisdom on your prophet Moses, 
and sustained your Son Jesus as he was tempted in the wilderness. 

For forty years, you accompanied your people Israel as cloud and fire,  
delivering them from the hands of their oppressors; 
fed them as manna and quail;  
rejoiced over them in the song of your prophet Miriam;  
and in due season, brought forth from them your Word Incarnate,  
Jesus Christ our Lord.  

On the night he was betrayed, 
Jesus took bread, blessed it, broke it, 
and gave it to his friends, and said, 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
After the meal, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said,  
“Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

Joyfully recalling Jesus, crucified and risen, healing and renewing, forgiving and blessing:  

People Incarnate G od,  
 C rucified Lord,  
 Risen C hrist: 
 C ome in your power.  

 
And now, faithful God, 
we your people by water and the Word, 
ask you to pour out your Holy Spirit upon these gifts of bread and wine,  
making them the body and blood of Christ, 
broken and offered for the life of the world. 

In your mercy, 
gather into one body every part of your fragmented creation, 
making present on earth the joy of heaven.  

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,  
in union with the Holy Spirit, 
all praise, honor, and glory is yours, 
merciful God, for ever and ever.  

The people and musicians sing      Amen.  

Silence. 
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As Jesus taught his friends, we now pray, 

Presider and People 

O ur Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your N ame, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
G ive us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

T HE BREAK IN G  O F T HE BREAD  

 The Presider and assistant break the Bread and fill the chalices with Wine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T HE IN VIT AT IO N  T O  C O MMUN IO N  

 The Table now is ready. Feast on Christ. 

Following the invitation to Communion, the Ministers and People receive the Sacrament. 

MUSIC  DURIN G  C O MMUN IO N           The Wilderness Musicians 

All stand. 
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T HE PRAYER AFT ER C O MMUN IO N  

Presider  

Let us pray.  

Presider and People 

At this altar, holy God, your people have feasted on the food and  drink of new    
 and unending life in Christ. Strengthen us to live lives of love, to speak words of    
 healing, and to mend the world you created. Amen. 

T HE BLESSIN G  
 Presider 

 May your forty-day journey with Jesus ground you with peace, uphold you with joy,   
 and surprise you with love. And the blessing of the one, holy, and undivided Trinity   
 be upon you this day and remain with you always.  

 People  Amen. 

C LO SIN G  SO N G   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T HE DISMISSAL 

 Presider Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
People T hanks be to G od. 


