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Victoria Emily Jones 
Assistant Editor ArtWay, Researcher and Freelance Writer on Christianity and the Arts 
Victoria Emily Jones is a writer on Christianity and the arts, living in Central Maryland 
and blogging at ArtandTheology.org. She’s particularly interested in exploring ways in 
which visual art can stimulate renewed engagement with the story of scripture and can 
serve as a non-discursive mode of theology. Victoria serves on the board of the Eliot 
Society, an organization that promotes spiritual formation through the arts, and as art 
curator for the Daily Prayer Project, and she contributes regularly to ArtWay and the 
Visual Commentary on Scripture. 
 
Laura James 
A self-taught painter and illustrator of Antiguan heritage, Laura James has been working as an artist 
for almost thirty years. James is pleased to help black people see themselves in their sacred texts, in 
African religions and in Christianity, a place where racialized people have curiously been excluded in 
the west. Painting in two styles she refers to as ‘sacred’ and ‘secular,’ James separates and combines 
the sacrosanct and the ordinary and has created a diverse body of work that is her own. 
 
Pops Peterson 
An identical twin, Pops Peterson was, from birth, something strange that would never just belong in 
any group. He was a Negro in a grade school full of Jews, the only Black teen in his Boy Scout 
troop, a middle-class student in a class of entitled Ivy Leaguers, and the only African-American 
business owner in a small New England town;, Stockbridge, Massachusetts. Ostracized even by the 
church, for his sexual orientation, Pops understands the need everyone feels to belong, and is 
showing people the way in his renowned painting series, "Reinventing Rockwell."  He will discuss 
how to navigate the path of the outsider, and how he has reclaimed his home that is the church. 
 
The Rev. Katherine Bush 
Chaplain, St. Mary’s Episcopal School, Memphis, TN 
Katherine is a priest and teacher in Memphis, TN. She's an unreformed English major, poetry 
evangelist, mother of twin boys, wife, sister, daughter, and friend. She is walking 500 miles this year, 
not all at once and not all in one direction, but rather on a slow pilgrimage in and around her own 
neighborhood. 
 
Suzi Q Smith 
Suzi Q. Smith is an award-winning artist, activist, and educator who lives in Denver, Colorado. Her 
collection of poems, A Gospel of Bones, is available from Alternating Current Press, and her most 
recent collection, Poems for the End of the World, is available from Finishing Line Press. 
 
The Rev. Canon Mark Oakley 
Dean of St. John’s, Cambridge 
Educated at London and Oxford, Mark Oakley has served as a priest in the Church of England 
since 1993. His ministries have been varied: Chaplain to the Bishop of London, Rector of the 
Actors' church in Covent Garden, Archdeacon of Germany and Northern Europe and Chancellor 
of St. Paul's Cathedral in London. He has published many works on the relationship between poetry, 
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literature, and faith and is a popular speaker and preacher. He was awarded the global Michael 
Ramsey Prize for theological writing in 2019 for “The Splash of Words: Believing in Poetry.” 
 
Dr. Albert Hernandez 
Associate Professor of the History of Christianity, Iliff School of Theology 
Dr. Hernandez' research and teaching areas include the history of religious violence and persecution 
of heretics, the Crusades, Islam and Judaism in Medieval Spain, mysticism and the Holy Spirit, and 
the Problem of Evil through the ages. Dr. Hernández brings the knowledge of three masters degrees 
and a doctorate in Theological and Religious studies to his position at the Iliff School of Theology, 
and in Iliff’s Joint Doctoral Program in the Study of Religion with the University of Denver. He is 
co-author of the theological best-seller, The Quest for the Historical Satan (Fortress Press, 2011), which 
sells quite well each year during the weeks leading up to Halloween. 
 
The Rt. Rev. J Neil Alexander 
J. Neil Alexander was Dean of the School of Theology, Professor of Liturgy, and Quintard 
Professor of Theology in the School of Theology of the University of the South. He has also taught 
at The General Theological Seminary, Wilfrid Laurier University, Yale University, Drew University, 
Emory University, and served as Bishop Diocesan of the Episcopal Diocese of Atlanta. He currently 
lives in Austin, Texas. 
 
The Rev. Bryan Spoon 
Bryan Spoon is a Board Certified Chaplain through the Association of Professional Chaplains and 
an Episcopal priest serving in the Diocese of West Missouri. He is the author of Neuroscience and the 
Fruit of the Spirit as well as the creator of the website www.neurotheology.info.  You can also see him 
as a featured participant in the Episcopal Church’s Embracing Evangelism six-part digital course. 
 
Victoria Garvey 
Like some of the biblical writers themselves, Victoria Garvey is besotted with biblical texts. A 
graduate of a Master’s at Johns Hopkins University and Ph.D. candidate at Vanderbilt University, 
Vicki has been teaching Biblical Theology at the graduate level as well as in diocesan, congregational 
and other settings for most of her professional life. As a woman, she is particularly interested in the 
stories – often neglected – of marginalized voices, particularly women’s voices. 
 
Dr. Celine Lillie  
Dr. Celene Lillie is a New Testament scholar and lecturer at the University of Colorado Boulder, 
The Seattle School of Theology and Psychology, and the University of Oklahoma, as well as the 
Dean of the Westar Academy. Her research focuses on gender, women, and violence in the early 
Jesus movement. Dr. Lillie is the author of The Rape of Eve and co-author of The Thunder: Perfect Mind: 
A New Translation and Introduction. 
 
The Rev. Naomi Washington Leaphart 
Director for Faith-Based and Interfaith Affairs, City of Philadelphia 
The Rev. Naomi Washington-Leapheart is the daughter, granddaughter, wife, parent, student, and 
friend of womanish Black women and girls. She has been (and is being) trained in faith in choir lofts, 
at bedsides, in classrooms, on front lines, and nested at the feet of those who believe that the kin-
dom of God is at hand. The Rev. Naomi's preaching, teaching, and writing is an invitation to 
spiritual courage, moral transformation, and political agitation. 


